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Botticelli’s bicycles

Are you afraid of bicycles? Chances are, probably not. I have a small phobia of
them so for me, walking into Anna Mara Contemporanea and finding what
seemed like huge bicycles everywhere was a little unnerving. In reality, there are
only three bicycle works on exhibition along with several others shown here.
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Once you walk through the exhibition you might feel like you are in a fish bowl.
The base of Botticelli’s paintings is primarily blue-turquoise.  In conjugation with
the bicycle pieces, also on view are a few with furniture.
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Also a part of the gallery, and which fit perfectly with the exhibition, was the patio.
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On another wall in the gallery, Botticelli’s second-hand envelopes are on display.
Using the same theme of design, outline and recycled material the artist paints on
recycled envelopes, small illustrations of bathtubs, bicycles and household para-
phernalia.
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Whenever I enter a gallery and don’t immediately understand what I am looking
at (probably this happens to you too) I always feel a little more curious. I started
delving into the depths of my brain trying to come up with the reason why?!
WHY?! Why bicycles and what appears to be preliminary sketches from a furni-
ture design studio? It actually, more than anything, brought me back to my life in
San Francisco (a.k.a. the presence of hipsterness). Everyone has a bicycle in San
Francisco. We are all so eco-conscious of the environment and what gas has lead
our country to become. Also, in San Francisco, we all pride ourselves in our recy-
cled furniture found on the street.  It turns out, the same thing is true in Rome.
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My conclusion was, although I detest the bicycle, it is such a part of our everyday -
modern lives. Living in a world where technology and technological advances are
on the upswing, our generation has a clear fascination with all things old school,
and for that, I must say, Botticelli has a unique and colorful way of expressing our
generation’s culture.

Veronica Botticelli’s newest pieces are on exhibition at Anna Mara Contemporanea
until May 23rd.
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